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KS4 AIM HIGH

For the Love of Learning ..




‘Why ‘Aim High'? HE

The Aim High programme is designed to help students develop the intellectual curiosity, Ya V n e h
confidence, and academic breadth that top universities are looking for. College
At the heart of this programme is the idea that learning doesn’'t stop at the classroom
door. By encouraging students to explore subjects they are passionate about, engage with
university-level resources, and reflect on what they've learned, we are helping them build
the kind of knowledge and independence that stands out on future applications and in
interviews.

Whether your child is aiming for Oxbridge, a competitive course, or simply wants to enrich

their understanding of the world, Aim High offers the space and support to:

e Dive deep into topics of personal interest

e Develop academic confidence and insight

e Create a portfolio of independent learning experiences

e Show universities a genuine love of learning
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This is about starting early and accumulating powerful examples of independent learning,

ready to be drawn upon when the time comes to attend university interviews.
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Programme
Outline

[V} Explore

Students choose a topic they are genuinely curious about and engage
with high-quality resources such as Oxford University outreach, TED Talks,
BBC Future, Zooniverse, and Staircase 12. This is about discovering new

ideas and broadening horizons beyond the curriculum.

[V Reflect

Using a structured Learning Log, pupils record their insights, questions, and
evolving understanding each week. They attend virtual lectures, take part in
digital projects, and begin to build a deeper and more personal connection

to their chosen subject.

8 Showcase

At the end of the 6-week journey, students create a reflective piece that
celebrates their learning and growth. Their work is displayed in school, they receive
a certificate of achievement, and they begin building a portfolio of academic

enrichment to support future applications and interviews.
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What'’s Next?

Introducing the
KS4 Extended Project

We are excited to announce that we are planning to launch a GCSE-

level version of the EPQ (Extended Project Qualification) for selected
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pupils.

This Is an additional qualification, much like an extra GCSE, where

students:
e Choose a topic of personal interest
e Develop a research question

e Carry out in-depth study and independent work

e Create a final outcome — a report, presentation, or artefact

e Work with a dedicated project supervisor




Why it Matters?
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The GCSE EPQ-style project offers real preparation
for A Level, university, and beyond. It helps
students build highly valuable skills such as:

e Independent research and time management

e Critical thinking and analytical writing

e Presentation and communication skills

e Resilience and self-motivation
These are the very qualities top colleges and
employers are looking for — and they provide
excellent content for personal statements and

interview discussions.




